(HUHLENBEN COLLEGE 

Number 41 
August 12, 1944 


Salutations: 

Before we get down to our part of this letter, we want to pass on 
to all of you the greetings LIEUTENANT WILLIAM F. PFEIFER >36 and 
LIEUTENANT F. LEE DEITRICK »40, both of the Navy, left when they visited 
in Allentown after returning from foreign service. Pfeifer spent four¬ 
teen months as a Navy chaplain in Iceland and Deitrick saw nearly a year 
of service flying a Hellcat from the deck of a flat-top in the Pacific. 
Both of them look fit for more duty of the kind they had, but they'll 
be assigned to something less rugged, at least for a few months. Their 
visits remind us to tell you that we always get a great kick out of 
seeing you fellows when your leaves or furlough or delays in travel 
bring you into this neck of the woods. 

We haven't seen LIEUTENANT (j.g.) PAUL A. McGINLEY '38 as yet, but 
he also came home from the Pacific with seven stars on his service 
ribbon. He served on a super-destroyer that refused to be sunk by Nip 
propaganda bullets and the stars he wears cover actions that began in 
November 1943 and continued up to and including the bombardment of Guam 
last month. 

* 

Now to get back to the campus--the old student life is integrating 
itself into the life of the civilian-military student body once again. 
The band has been reorganized under the leadership of Tony Jagnesak; 

Haps is managing an all-student orchestra that is getting ready to play 
for some informal campus dances; the MCA has revitalized its program 
and is drawing such big crowds to its weekly meetings that it has had to 
look for bigger quarters; the Mask and Dagger club had more than thirty 
men competing in tryouts for its Fall production, M Journey's End;” and 
the Muhlenberg WEEKLY at long last has a full staff. The thing that is 
particularly interesting is that in all the extra-curricular projects. 
Bluejackets, Marines, and civilians are working together—and that's the 
way it should be. 

We'll still wait to make any predictions about the' football season. 
But we can tell you that some mighty big boys were among the sixty who 
reported to Coach Julian and his assistants when the first practice 
session was held on Wednesday. Talking about the coaching staff. Doggie 
will have plenty of help. H. Newsham Bontz, center on some of Penn 
State’s best teams back in the days after World War I and now district 
manager of the Atlantic Refining Co., will bo head line coach. He will 
bring to the Muhlenberg line some of the tactics learned under Hugo 
Bezdek and Dick Harlow. Assisting him will be Chief Specialist Dutch 
Schuldt, who held a similar position last year, and Don Skillinger, 
former Boston Redskin guard recently added to the Navy's physical fit¬ 
ness staff on the campus. Doggie will have the assistance of Chief 
Specialist Nelson Ross of the Navy and Sergeant William Luke of the 
Marines. The first game, just in case you have forgotten, is with 
Bucknell in Allentown on September 16. 

Discovery of the week is the fact that we have a Brigadier General 
on our Alumni list. He is BRIGADIER GENERAL STEWART E. REIMEL, who came 
to Muhlenberg ih the fall of 1913, spent a year here, and then trans¬ 
ferred to Penn State. He served in France during the First World War 
and remained in service. Now he is the chief of the New York Ordnance 
District. He crashed into the news—and that is where we found him— 
when he returned from a confidential mission in the Pacific theatre. 

Last week we ended our two-year operation of a unit of the Navy's 
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Aviation Cadet program. Since the progrcm was established on the Muh¬ 
lenberg campus two years ago this month, 620 men have gone through the 
ground school operated by the College and the flight training program 
at the Allentown-Bethlehem Airport. From their base here, the men went 
on to Navy stations for further training on their way to the Navy’s 
Wings of Gold. For the past year the program has been operated on the 
campus of Moravian College in Bethlehem, leased by Muhlenberg when the 
facilities on our own campus were taxed by the V-12 unit. Discontinu¬ 
ance of the flight training program in no way affected the V-12 program. 

We don’t want to forget the faculty in this issue. The English 
faculty--that includes Dr. Brown, Assistant Professor Everitt, Mr. 

Badger and Mr. Erskine—is having its comfortable little office in 
West Hall refurbished. There’s a rumor that Mr. Erskine may donate a 
silver tea service to the new suite and that tea and cookies will be 
served at 5 o’clock every afternoon. Knowing Erskine, we believe it’s 
just a rumor. 

Now to get overseas for the rest of this letter. 

MAJOR RICHARD N. THOMPSON ’41 (extension) and CAPTAIN JIMMY BROWN 
’41 have joined the boys who are fighting their way to Paris and Berlin. 
Major Thompson is civil affairs officer with an air command and Captain 
Brown sav; some sorvice with a paratroop unit. He is now back in England 
His best experience came when he led 100 men 600 yards behind the enemy 
lines one night, then quietly dug in and waited for the fireworks that 
were expected with dawn. It happened, however, that as Brown and his 
men crept in, the Germans escaped by the simple expedient of sneaking 
out. His outfit received the Presidential Citation for its outstanding 
work in France. Both Brown and Thompson, who incidentally is quite a 
linguist, are having a good time convincing the French that they can 
speak French. Both of them are mighty thankful for their classes under 
Dr. Corbiere. 

ENSIGN GEORGE E. GRUBE ’44, who wrote to us from his own little 
island in the Pacific, wants the glamour boys of Muhlenberg to know that 
just before he left the States he had a few dates with Ipana’s model. 

If you want to see what she looks like, refer to page two of Collier’s 
magazine of July 15. 

Somewhere out in the Pacific, SERGEANT WALTER STOLZ ’43 is doing 
his job to help win victory, but at the same time he is looking forward 
to the day when he can come back to complete his last year at Muhlenberg 
Another of the boys in the Pacific is LIEUTENANT JOHN W. ELLIOTT '43 of 
the Marines. 

We thought LIEUTENANT JACK BLAIR '38 of the Paratroops had forgottei 
about us. However, we had a letter the other day written on a sheet of 
stationery that had been capturod from the Japanese. It was written 
just before Blair was to leave on a mission that had as its objective 
the capture of a Jap airstrip and the mopping up of a little island. 

He says that mud and more mud and dead Nips should be added to the so- 
called colorful pictures that the newsreel and papers comment on. 

From somewhere in England we had a long letter from STAFF SERGEANT 
KARL M. LEHR ’36. He was in on the invasion of Normandy aboard an 
assault headquarters ship bhat, according to Dave Driscoll’s dispatch 
in the Herald Tribune, carried two admirals and four generals to battle. 
Normandy was Lehr’s third invasion and the fourth for his ship that is 
mentioned in Quentin Reynolds' new book, "The Curtain Rises." Karl 
promises to tell us some more of the stories when the war has been won 
and censorship regulations are eased. 

We don’t know whether or not STAFF SERGEANT JOHN STOYECK ’43 is in 
France by this time. He took advantage of his stay in England to visit 
the haunts of some of the English authors he became familiar with at 
Muhlenberg. Wo know definitely, however, that PRIVATE DONALD A. HAUSMAN 
'36 got there with an outfit that has an important job to do at a very 
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important place. France shows every evidence, he says, that the Germans 
controlled it completely for the four years before the arrival of the 
Allied forces* French biere is surprisingly similar to the American 
brew, according to Hausman. 

We are jumping around a lot in this digest of the mail of the week, 
but just for the sake of variety we'll go back to New Guinea where 
LIEUTENANT PHIL BLUM »40 is still looking for some Muhlenberg men. 
Somewhere in the Pacific area he met KARL RINEHART '36 and had a little 
visit with him. LIEUTENANT ROBERT ALBEE '42 is still in the Pacific, 
but he no longer has the rackets that BRUCE BAUMAN talked about. Like 
many Muhlenberg men, he has been given a boost upstairs as company 
commander of the division ordnance company. I think he was trying to 
make us envious when he reported that his unit procurred from the States 
per officer and for twenty dollars, ten bottles of rum, six bottles of 
Canadian bourbon, three Seagram's VO, and one imported from Portugal 
brandy. We don't know whether LIEUTENANT PAUL FRITSCH '40 had the same 
luck. His address is APO 565, San Francisco and he is anxious to meet 
some Muhlenberg men who may be in that vicinity. One of the things 
he'll bring back with him is a watch band he made from a piece of a 
Jap Zero. 

On the India front, CORPORAL PHIL BOLLIER '43 says that the mystery 
and romance and strangeness of the country are completely eclipsed by 
the poverty, ignorance, and filth of the great majority of the Indian 
people. Believe it or not, but he's gaining a working knowledge of 
Hindustani. What a chatter we'll have when that reunion day rolls 
around l CORPORAL HAROLD HELFRICH '44 is still somewhere close to 
Bollier and just as anxious as the rest of you fellows to win this war 
and get back home. 

We just caught up with LIEUTENANT PAUL KEMMERER '42 who is serving 
with a transportation corps in Italy. He has been overseas since March, 
1943. Incidentally, it's First Lieutenant Paul Kemmeror now. Some of 
these letters to you mon in service are probably being dispatched over¬ 
seas by WALBERT GRASLEY '34, a Navy mail specialist who is serving in 
the Navy Postal Service in New York. Seaman, first class BILL HENNINGER 
'30 has volunteered for duty with a PT unit and when we heard from him 
last, he was waiting in Boston for assignment to his training station. 
And talking about training, JOSEPH H. LAUB '40 is attending the Army 
X-Ray Technician School at the University of Tennessee Medical School 
in Memphis. 

The nineteenth class at the Columbia Midshipman's School was gradu¬ 
ated yesterday and among those who received their commissions were 
Wilton A. Hardy »44, assigned to further training at Princeton; Dick 
Geisler »44, assigned to amphibious work; and Don Holmes *44, who drew 
a swell assignment in mine warfare. Among the V-12 men graduating from 
the New York school, were Arthur Dunn, Turner Hastings, Craig A. Brower, 
and John Strohmeyer, all of whom have been assigned to the amphibious 
forces. Hardy says that during the last six months he has seen what is 
supposedly the best from the major colleges in the country and is no 
longer awed or impressed by big college names. If he had the chance to 
do it over again, he'd still choose Muhlenberg. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL LEE ISREALL'S adjutant reports the Colonel is 
now at Fort Fisher, N.C. working fifteen and sixteen hours a day to com¬ 
plete the training schedule. ARTHUR GETZ *44, who delayed his theo¬ 
logical training until after the war, is now in the Army at Camp Blandin* 
Fla. At long last we have heard from CAPTAIN CARL W. BOYER »23 (Doc, to 
most of us) and he'snow at Camp Wheeler, Ga. where he is the commanding 
oifioGT of a classification unit, apparently getting roady to revive the 
ASTP on a small scale. 


You can call BILL SWOISH *41 either first lieutenant or daddy. 
About the same time his wife gave him a daughter, the Army gave him a 
promotion. His present station is Camp Livingston, La. Prom the looks 
of things, men from colleges other than Muhlenberg are cutting in on 
YEOMAN, SECOND CLASS KAYE HARTMAN down at Palm Beach, Fla. 
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For CORPORAL GENE McLAIN »42, stationed at Greensboro, N.C., life 
is full of KP, guard duty, and detail. We don’t know who gave the name 
to Geiger Field in the state of Washington, but FIRST LIEUTENANT MARVIN 
R. GEIGER ’37 is on duty there after thirteen months overseas in an en¬ 
gineering unit. He has been a father since June 2. LIEUTENANT BOB 
ROWLAND ’41 is "fixing” teeth at the Kennedy General Hospital near 
Memphis, Tenn. 

According to Marine Corps PRIVATE HANK BAIETTI ’44, Muhlenberg's 
V-12 trainees are crashing through at Parris Island. PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS ARTHUR FIERRO '44 another of tho V-12 Marines, expects to get a 
commission and bride on or about September 30. He's in OCS at Camp 
Lejeune, S*C. % 

T/5 ALLAN J.H. REX ’33 has come back from Panama and is now in 
charge of an area dispensary at Camp Kilmer, N.J. PRIVATE GEORGE M. 
WOODLEY '44 is attending a Laboratory Technician School at Billings 
General Hospital, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. He and CARL KNOWLES 
’44 had a coke together in Sam's Subway. And talking about cokes, 
LIEUTENANT HENRY K. BAUMAN ’39 had one with LIEUTENANT DAVID SILVER '41 
when ho mot him in a bar in Columbus, Ga. 

CORPORAL RAY WAHL '34 is out at Camp Reynolds in Greenville, Pa. 

He is assistant director of the Post Drum and Bugle Corps and assistant 
drum major. He also has charge of the education and orientation pro¬ 
gram in his company. SEAMAN FIRST CLASS LOUIS R. COLOMBO '44 took just 
a short trip when he wont to the United States Naval Air Gunnery School 
at Jacksonville, Fla. 

It’s about time to check up on the increasing number of promotions 
that we noticed in tho mail and in the paper. Here they are: PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS IVAN A. HANDWERK '39; ENSIGN ROBERT G. HALE '44; CORPORAL 
KENNETH KAUFMAN '46; SEAMAN THIRD CLASS EDWARD T. SULLIVAN '43; PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS CARL R. GORDON '43; CORPORAL JOSEPH FRIEDMAN '33; STAFF 
SERGEANT JOHN M. STOYECK '43; SEAMAN FIRST CLASS WILMER L. HENNINGER '30 
LIEUTENANT (j.g.) EDWARD K. BEEMER '35; LIEUTENANT MARVIN R. GEIGER '37; 
ENSIGN WAYNE R. KECK *44; and PRIVATE FIRST CLASS EARL W. FEIGHT '46. 

Here are some of the men who have been added to our service list 
during the last four weeks: 

Joseph A. Birkel '44, Mdsn. Sch., Sec. 3, Notre Dame, Ind. 

Joseph E. Laury *21, 243 E. Garrison St., Bethlehem, Pa. 

Sl/c Bernard W. Neumeyer '43, R.T. SV, Co. 1418, Great Lakes, Ill. 

Pvt. Robert R. Hill '44, Pit. 421, 2nd Rec. Depot, Parris Island,S.C. 

A/S Edward Stiles '44 USNPMS, Sec. 503, 317-5, Asbury Park, N.J. 

Lt.(j.g.) Donald G. Carpenter '33, Address Wanted 

Ensign Frank E. Newman '43, Address Wanted 

Pvt. Kenneth W. Keiter '46, Hq. Det. 219th I.T.B., Camp Blanding,Fla. 

I»t.(j.g.) Forrest Gotthardt '31, Princeton Univ., Princeton, N.J. 

F/altcr B. Conner '44, Univ. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Daniel T. Berney '44, Camp MacDonough, Plattsburgh, N.Y. 

Robert J. Cole '44, Navy V-12, Villanova College, Villanova, Pa. 

Capt. David B. Alexander '27, APO 508, c/o P.M., New York, N.Y. 

Ensign Fred E. Storch '35, Princeton Univ., Princeton, N.J. 

A/S Raymond H. Barnes '46, Co. 3434, Bks. 326L, Bainbridge, Md. 

Pvt. Walter A. Snyder '47, Address Wanted 

Sp3/c Walbert S. Grasley '34, Navy 107, c/o F.M., New York, N.Y. 

With that safely tucked away I can take a five-day vacation--you 
call it leave--with a relatively free conscience. When I come back next 
week, I hope the desk will be piled high with more letters to pass on to 
you in another two weeks. 

Happy landings to all of you. 


Sincerely, 



Gordon B. Fister 
For the Alumni Office 








